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William of Paris to condemn the Templars and then give
them to the State for punishment 5 and, had the king been
able to get his way, the prisoners would probably have been
dealt with summarily, as men found guilty of heresy. But the
Pope protested against such precipitancy, and at this stage he
saved the Templars whom he later abandoned. Clement
pronounced the seizure of the Templars an unjustifiable
interference with the rights of the papacy, and on October 27th
he issued a lively Bull, pointing out that the Order was under
the sole direction of the Holy See and that the Pope alone
could take any steps against the brethren. He denounced
William of Paris for setting the Inquisition in operation
against the Templars, and removed him from office for con-
tempt of the Holy See and abuse of the powers conferred
upon him. Clement acknowledged that he had agreed to
cause an investigation into the affairs of the Temple, but
emphasised that it was for him to choose the manner of the
proceedings and that he would never have concurred in so
violent a measure and so flagrant a defiance of the Church.
He explained that he had no wish to defend the prisoners if
they were guilty, but expressed the opinion that there was not
a grain of truth in the charges. The previous kings of France,
he reminded Philip, had been faithful sons of the Church and
respectful of the Holy See, and Philip would find no warrant
in the history of his ancestors for so scandalous an outrage.
The king at first treated the protests of the papacy with
indifference and encouraged the Inquisition to press ahead
with the examination and obtain so convincing a body of
damning evidence against the Temple that the Pope would
be powerless to save the Order. As William of Paris had
been suspended from office by the Pope, he had no authority
to act, but the Inquisition still obeyed him and William and
his myrmidons continued to put the Templars to the question.
The Pope renewed his protests and Philip had to take some
action. He had silenced Clement on previous occasions and